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iti-:r,i(jioi).s  vjKtvs  of  nafoi.^on. 

fS-'rom  tur  llurreopfunlenl.l 

Montaiibak.  Tam.on<  aar«inn»*,)  J 
.(miiury  10,  IM3.  ^ 

OW  Sa))oUon  htcumt  a  Chritiian  in  Am  hut  yran  f 

All  men  are  c«|tml  l»efore  (joJ,  I  know.  ‘Tliere  i.<i  no  re- 
epccl  of  personK  wilh  God’  as  Uh;  Atxaile  rr  inail>»,  t|uUtn{( 
Mo;e9  (Korn.  li.  ll.  comp.  Deiii.  x.  17,)  omi  the  mennwi 
beggar,  if  advanced  in  Ihe  life  offaiili,  i»  greater  in  Iheejes 
oftlir  J.onl  tlian  an  illiiKirioiit  coni|ueror,  who  has  bat  u 
filial  ond  ftehle  piety.  Still  wcfrcl  deep  intercjl  in  know, 
ing  wliol  were  the  religioa*  .Aentimcnw  of  tho«c  wJio  have 
changed  the  lace  orihe  world,  or  who  haveacituircJ  by  their 
genius  a  di^iingiiibhed  place  in  the  hi'tury  of  mankind.  It 
is  not  mere  curiosity ;  we  are  pleased,  ne  are  proud  of  the 
Christianity  which  we  profess,  when  we  lenrn  that  the  most ' 
celebinted  men  have  bent  the  knee  before  its  divine  rcvela*  j 

tloAR.  ' 

surely,  we  hove  all  aaknl  more  than  once:  Did  Nopslron 
die  an  infidel,  or  a  Ohriitian  /  Did  this  extraordinary  war- 
rior,  who,  for  clglitecn  years,  appeared  in  tha  world  as  the 
insifuiiicnt  ofPfovideBce  lo  punish  the  nalions  and  to  rlicct 
vast  changes, -T<lid  he  bow  his  Imuahty  head  at  Ihc  foot  ofi 
the  crow,  nnd  open  his  heart  to  the  triiiha  of  the  GiwpH  ?  It 
is  dillieuit  to  anawur  (his  'luc-tion  with  entire  sntiMaclion.  i 
TbeadmirereofAapoleon  (and  among  them  are  inaoy  bish¬ 
ops  and  priests,)  have  perhaps  forced  false  facl-s  or  exosge-  j 
rated  true  facts  lo  exalt  their  hero.  But  however  doubiful. 
it  is  interesting  to  collect  whatever  con  thrownny  light  upon 
the  rtligittUR  views  of  this  great  man,  and  I  will  now  bring 
to  your  view  some  dociimenw  little  known,  which  have  been 
lately  published  by  a  Frcncli  journal. 

Let  MS  first  cost  a  rapid  glance,  since  the  oceation  offers, 
at  the  life  ol  .Vapoleon  considered  in  regard  lo  religion. 

Bonaimnc,  being  born  in  the  island  of  Corsica,  «f  parcnls 
originally  from  Italy,  and  having  on  uncle  who  was  a  priest, 
received  in  early  life  religious  instruction.  It  is  probable 
that  his  mother  sought  to  instil  into  his  nind  n  respect  for 
the  doctrines  of  popery;  fur  the  Corsicans  arc,  in  srncral, 
more niinchedlo  the llomish  church  than  the  French;  ond 
even  now  preservesomenntiguated  fujierstitions  for  which 
they  profcM  a  singular  veneration.  Young  Bonaparte, 
raised  among  sudi  a  people,  rnust  necessarily  have  imbibed 
in  childhood  more  or  less  of  ihclr  Ideas.  But  these  firsttm- 
pressions  do  not  seem  to  have  tailed  long.  He  wa»  auon 
sent  to  a  military  school  ia  France,  at  a  time  when  the  in¬ 
fidel  philosophy  of  Voltaire  and  Rousseau  had  gained  an  al¬ 
most  universal  assent.  He  everywhere  heard  the  doctrines 
of  religion  scoffed  at  and  ridiculed ;  and  how  could  a  young 
wiiuiiau  uuii'uiicss  Vlllie  SlUUICU  uicoiogicai  subjecls, 
resist  Ihe  contagion  of  scepticism  7 

From  the  military  school,  Bonaparte  paMcul  immediately  to 
the  field  of  battle.  There,  deofeaed  by  the  noise  of  war, 
conilantly  engaged  la  scenes  of  carnage,  urged  onu  anl  by 
the  incentives  ofambition,  his  heart  was  too  full  of  visible 
things  to  be  nccupted  with  inmible  things.  We  do  not  find 
in  the  history  of  N’apoleon  Hint,  during  his  brilliant  cam¬ 
paigns  in  Italy,  he  paid  any  attention  lo  religious  KUbjecls. 
He  showed  no  more  deference  to  lire  pope  a*  a  tempura^ 
prince,  than  to  other  sovereigns.  He  even  consented  to  the 
abduction  of  Pius  VI,  who  died  on  his  way,  overcome  with 
faligttc  ami  grief.  Aftcnsaids,  when  he  went  to  Kjypt,  he 
tried  lo  gain  the  Mahometans  by  speaking  their  language, 
ami  some  at  the  lime  said  that  he  embraced  the  religion  of 
the  false  prophet.  But  this  was  nrrt  true ;  the  conriucrorof 
Lgypt  only  made  use  of  the  language  oftlie  Koran  to  gain  a 
mure  easy  triumph :  a  trick  of  state  too  often  employed  by 
earthly  rulers. 

Having  become  master  ofFrance,  and  being  clothed  with 
tl.c  tide  «fy;r4<  nontd,  «onapartR  madg,  it  is  true,  a  furmnl 
agreement  with  the  pope,  and  restored  lire  exercise  of  wor¬ 
ship.  Bol  it  would  be  wrong  to  seek  in  such  acts  a  proofof 
personal  piety.  He  merely  wished,  according  to  nil  appear- 1 
nnce,  to  strengthen  his  dominion.  The  priests  were  only  bis  | 
ogrn/f,  charged  to  preach  to  the  people,  in  Ihecilhs  nnd  vil-J 
Inges,  ohjdience  to  the  will  of  .Vnpoleon.  He  hid  stihie- 
'inrnlly  violent  i|unrrel8  with  pope  Pius  VII;  and  in  their 
long  nml  lamentable  discussions,  we  discover  nothing  in  the 
einpe/or  which  shows  n  man  piously  submissive  to  the  in. 
juiictiunsofihe  holy  Sec.  On  the  contrary,  Nniiuleon  hod 
formed  the  plan  of  making  the  |iope  a  simple  initriurrh,  who 
wniild  have  been  subjected  lo  his  niilhoriiy, 

Conlinunl  wars  filled  up  his  reign.  During  this  time  re. 
iigion  wot  probably  far  removwj  from  his  heart;  and  if  it 
pressetl  itself  upon  hU  attention,  it  was  in  a  tran¬ 
sient  and  vuaue  manner,  tl  >■<•«  li....  ....  • 

this  purl  ofhis  career,  he  showed  often  a  kind  of  belief  In 
julalhm.  HespokeofAMi/or,  to  iho»e  who  siirrniinde.1 
him  1  he  confided  in  this  ttar;  he  soid,  after  a  great  victory, 
that  he  had  been  once  more  protected  by  Ms  dur.  When  he 
mot  with  a  reverse,  he  laid  it  upon  his  myMcrious  >tar, 
which  he  considered  as  presiding  over  all  hit  actions.  .Strange 
and  superstitious  notion,  harrowed  from  the  OMrotogy  of  the 
dark  ners,  hut  explicable  when  we  look  nt  the  life  ofNa- 
I  poleon. 

I  He  hod  passed  throttsh  such  a  varielyorfnrtimv.bad  risen 
from  so  humble  a  condition  lo  so  lofty  nn  eminence,  he  had 
so  often  obtained  splendid  vielories  that  he  muu  believe— 
either  in  a  special  blessing  of  divine  Providence,— or  in  the 
magic  inflacnceof  a  dor.  But  as  (he  ides  of  a  Providence 
was  not  in  hlstbonghv«,  he  hod  adopted  the  notion  ofa  bliad 
clMtiny  which,  under  the  name  of  »tar,  controlled  all  his  ac¬ 
tions.  Ii  is  reasrkabte  that  almost  all  illustrious  have  been 
believers  in/a/aH*ffl.  Is  there  then,  in  the  chances  of  bat- 
lie,  in  the  uncertainty  of  victory,  in  Ihe  triurapUa  ocUlcvwl 
by  lorcn  of  arms,  some  undefinahle  impresaion  which  ioinel# 
men  to  regard  ihemseivcs  as  the  slaves  of  on  tiakiiown  and 
irresistible  jtower? 

Terrible  (lisnsiers  drove  A'apoleon  from  his  throne;  I  will 
not  relate  them  here :  the  world  has  resounded  with  them. 

The  moment  came  then  for  the  illasirious  captain  to  ex- 
amine  himself  to  listen  to  the  voice  of  conscience,  to  feel  his 
utter  weakness,  and  perhaps  to  turn  his  thoughts  to  God. 

His  old  friends  had  abandoned  him,  his  power  was  gone  the 
din  with  which  !vc  had  been  surroamlcd  was  hushKl.  He 
was  alone  with  some  companions  of  his  misforiuoe,— he  was  i 
mtne  wretched  than  can  he  told.  Was  it  not  to  be  hoped 
that  these  severe  trials  ivoiild  soften  his  hard  heart,  nnd  lead 
him  to  seek  in  the  religion  ol  Christ  the  only  consolations 
ade<{uate  to  his  adversity  T 

Some  persons  thought  so.  An  em  inent  Christian  of  L’ng- 
laml.theRev.Dr.DupuIBogue,  sent  to  the pruaner of  St. 
Helena  B  copy  of  liis  £ii«y  or:  Iht  divint  authority  of  tht 
iliewitstamtni.  liapuicon  reaij  nils  iiiue  work  with  inter¬ 
est  and  satisfaction.  The  proofi  cited  by  the  aulhorin  favor 
of  the  divinity  of  Christianity  convinced  him,  as  eye.witnes8es 
'  attest.  True,  this  was  not  enough  to  make  him  a  CJirisliaa, 
but  it  was  enough  to  awaken  in  him  serious  reflections. 
After  iVapoIeon’s  death,  this  cojiy  of  fAr  A’wuy  was  given  to 
an  under  oflicer,  a  pious  man,  who  had  tanghi  English  to  the 
children  ofthc  Emperor’s  companions.  When  the  regiment 
returned  to  England,  this  same  copy  was  given  back  to  Dr. 
Boguc,  who  received  it  with  much  emotion,  os  a  new  testi¬ 
mony  of  the  favor  ofGod  upon  his  book. 

Anotherfact:— Napoleon  had  aikcd  to  have  a  chaplain, 

nnd  the  Italiaa  abbot,  llonatita,  was  selected  to  perform  this 
office.  It  seems  that  he  was  an  enlightened  and  liberal 
man  :  n  rare  thing  among  the  abbots  of  Italy.  Cooing  to 
Belgium,  be  became  acquainted  with  an  Englishman,  a  zeal- 
oua  friend  of  Bible  societies,  and  travelled  with  him  to  Lon- 
I  don.  The  Englishman  look  occasion  to  hand  Bonavita  a 
I  splendid  copy  of  the  Bible,  with  the  request  that  he  would 
give  it  to  the  unhappy  emperor.  The  abbot  accepted  this 
Bible  with  gratitude,  nnd  promised  that  he  would  recommend 
Napoleon  lo  read  it  diligently.  In  fact,  well-informed  men 
aliest  that  after  the  arrival  ofBonavita  at  St.  Helena,  Na¬ 
poleon  read  much  in  the  Bible,  ami  that  be  spoke  of  it  with 
profound  respect. 

Who  can  tell  the  iaflucncc  which  this  divine  book  exerted 
upon  (be  soul  of  the  illnstrious  prisoner  7  Was  be  not  pre¬ 
pared  by  misfortune  to  receive  and  to  feel  the  nreat  «>mo1«- 
I  tioDSofthe  Word  ofGod  7  Is  it  not  allowable  to  hope  that 
the  Lord,  after  haviug  so  severely  punished,  deigned  to 
make  him  understand  these  revelations  which  would  be  as  a 
bairn  to  bis  wound*  7  We  know  that  the  Father  of  mercle* 
coils  laborers  into  hit  vineyard  even  at  the  eleventh  hour, 
and  that  he  takes  no  pleasure  in  the  death  ofa  sinner,  but 
rather  that  he  should  repent  and  live. 

I  come  to  aihlrd  fact.  During  the  residence  ofNipoleon 
at  St.  Helcaa,  there  was  a  reUgious  revival  among  the  in- 
babitanu  of  the  island,  and  it  extended  to  the  soldiers.  They 
held  a  religions  aeeiing  for  exhortation  and  prayer  a  few 


steps  only  from  the  bumble  dwelling  ofthc  Emperor.  These 
soldiers  often  accompanied  in  his  walks  the  exile  whom  they 
guarded;  they  remarked  the  poignant  grief  imprinted  upon 
his  countenance  and  his  conversation.  It  is  eaiiJy  concciv- 
#ble  that  they  would  feel  strong  compauiJon  for  ibh  man 
plunged  in  auch  deep  disgrace,  and  that  they  would  enpeclal. 

ly  commiserate  hi*  soul,  which  wo*  soon  to  appear  before 
God  with  the  responsibility  of  such  a  lifcashii.  Thej 
Would  dwire  lo  communicate  their  pious  feeling*  directly  it 
Iho  Emperor,  but  ihi*  wa*  forbidden  them.  They  would  then 
have  reemirse  lo  Hint  who  I*  prevented  by  no  bariicr  from 
IKTuring  out  his  Spirit.  They  would  pray  Him  lo  soothe  the 
severe  and  lung-continued  sufferings  of  Ihc  prisoner  by  the 
heavenly  peace  whlcli  the  knowledge  of  J«u*Cliri*l  iro- 
part*. 

Were  these  fervent  and  persevering  ptayet*  wholly  lost? 
The  eHcclual,  fervent  prayer  of  the  riglileoiis  roan  avflilelh 
much,”  Rtya  an  apostle  (James  v.  1C>.  It  is  bImj  Wfitler  j 
“A*k  and  ye  shall  receive.”  Wanit  not  affecting  to  sci 
these  Christian  soldiers  besieging  Ihe  throne  of  mercy  for  the 
,  old  and  unfortunate  captain,  dying  in  exile  after  having  con* 
quered  Europe  7  and  may  not  the  Lord  hove  been  touched 
I  with  compassion  7 

I  Lastly  (and  this  is  the  most  inlerestiog  fact  in  my  enmmu. 
j  nlealion),  a  journal  lately  puhlishes  a  conversation  related 
I  by  Count  dr  Monlholun,  the  faithful  friend  of  tlic  emperor. 
Without  bring  n-spoukible  for  the  truth  of  this  convennlion 
j  as  reported,  I  will  cojiy  it  literally :  and  may  it  have  hren 
realty  uttered  by  the  emperor  I  It  deserves  to  he  read  with 
I  attention. 

**  I  know  men,”  said  Napoleon,  “  and  I  tell  you  that  Jesus , 
is  not  a  man  ! 

”  'J'he  religion  of  Ciiriit  is  a  mystery  which  suhiists  by  its  | 
own  force,  and  proceeds  from  a  mind  which  is  not  a  human  . 
I  mind.  We  find  In  it  a  marked  individuality,  which  origU 
nnird  a  train  of  words  and  roaxim.H  unknown  Imfore.  Jesus  | 
borrowed  nothing  from  uiir  knowledge.  Hccxhihilrd  in  iiitn* 
self  the  perfcci  example  ofhis  precepts.  Jesus  is  not  a  phU 
losopher;  for  his  proofs  ara  wiracles,  and  from  the  first  his 
discipto  adored  him.  In  fact,  learning  and  philosophy  are 
of  no  use  for  salvation ;  and  Jotun  cam*  Into  the  world  to  (C* 
veal  the  mysteries  of  heaven  and  the  Inwa  of  thebpirit. 

”  A  loxaader,  Cmsar,  Chirieinasne  and  myself,  founded  em¬ 
pires;  hut  U|K)n  what  did  w«-  rest  thevreatlonsofourgeniuB? 
Upon/brrr.  Jusiis  Christ  alone  founded  his  empire  upon 
forr;  and  at  ihitt  hour  millions  of  oien  would  die  for  him. 

”  It  won  not  a  day  or  a  battle  which  achieved  the  triumph 
of  Ihc  Cbrlitioa  religion  in  the  world.  No,  it  was  a  long 
war,  a  contest  for  three  centuries,  begun  by  the  apostles, 
then  continued  by  the  Hood  ofChriatian  generaliont.  In  this 
war,  nil  the  kings  and  jmtentatesuf  earth  were  on  one  side; 
on  Ihe  other,  I  see  nu  army,  but  a  mysterious  force,  some 
men  scattered  here  nnd  there  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  and 
who  have  no  other  rallying  jusnl  than  a  common  fnilh  in  the 
mystertefl  of  the  cro-v. 

“I  die  before  my  time,  and  my  body  will  he  given  back  to 
the  enrth  to  become  food  for  worms.  Sneh  is  the  fate  which 
so  soon  awaits  him  who  his  been  called  the  great  Napoleon. 
What  an  abyss  between  uy  deep  misery  and  iheeteraalking- 
dom  of  Christ,  which  is  prwlaimed,  loved  nnd  adored,  and 
which  is  extending  over  the  whole  earth  I  Call  yoiithLs 
dying?  isit  not  living  rntherT  The  death  of  Chrhl  is  the 
death  of  n  CchI!” 

Napoleon  Mopt  at  Ihrse  last  words;  hut  general  Berlrand 
making  no  reply,  the  rinperur  addisJ :  "If  yuu  «hi  not  per¬ 
ceive  that  Jusus  Christ  is  God,  I  did  wrong  lo  appoint  you 
getieral.” 

Iflhis  longuage  was  really  altered  by  Najuilcon,  it  forms  a 
fine  chopier  in  the  defence  of  Christlaaily,  for  which  we  are 
indebted  loihe  greatest  warrior  of  modern  times;  and  it  may 
he  believed,  without  any  violence,  that  the  prisoner  of  .St. 
Helena  understood  nnd  embraced,  in  his  list  days,  the  iriilhi 
of  salvation. 

Upon  his  dealh.hcd,  he  often  pronouneol  the  name  of  the 
Savionr.  Was  iliistf)onn  evidence  ofhis  faith  in  Christ? 
No  human  being  may  answer  decidedly  this  question.  After 
having  faithfully  collected  these  various  indications,  we  must 
leave  the  subject  in  the  hands  of  God. 

I  am.  Ac.,  G.  tin  F. 
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